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¢ Hiseay @ Aoon as e TEans et aitived thal
Fh Begoe 5
Labiarain Fatan Sing
wiza ot o Tee Db nodhiesy werdl ever done
Loz [z, Whisn we walked el of caar betis] in westemn
Biafasthan, there, parked prowdly in the drive. was an

iRl Apcars Al
lags There was alse o lop-cf- i Axd, shoaakd wee soll
Europerms wesh to sl poenfoct
i gt En fhe

ik Raibsirs Rarjpruts ool Mrwar, b ferrmmr palers af o dlisernt
place so arid thal ils name translates a5 land of death We sel
off tn eomoy at some speed theough the streets of Jodhpoar,
1ey husshind, two chibdres, d earlelders and me, the
iesrlpcised cimbadimoni of the aalentstious wealth bl
sumvves in Indsa aloogside extreme poverty. We sepl
iperioushy past vickshaws pedalled by skiney hoows men
wilth v aRinmier ligs ||||:1:.-||:=. e ]lrﬂm:mh]]: with
entire Eumilies, piles of stinking rubbish rofling m ke
putiers and cows stamding pecfecthy still, Joftly igroming
the: eradfic swislisg around th

An hesar and a Badll Tt i v Bgamnimg o [all, we
arrved ol Feggie's Comeed Cansp ot € ths high stooe walls

lnodomg forward %o with great antoipation, our M-year-old
comsideralily beas so, my bushand not at all.

Aa i Uonipht il wiigkl be geatle lus. v Been on
rarmls belore, bunbenmg slowdy throagh ke desert - mol
tuagely excting, but I enjoved the Lavworenoe of Arabia wilbe
I Tugweesd anl, howeses, that Reggie's beasta were the Ped
Baaima of the ssunel Eraberndby, amd we sel 6l 8 2 cracking
pace. [ wis perched in front of my drver. who etther coooned
lewangly to his amimal crurged it anowiath a gubtural skout.

[ Bealeleza A w0 haad 1 tkesighl 1 isa irg, Les Bl Fight
off, and altermated between alamm and | I Touphder o

[ imagined o this was going down with rehactant son
andl evers e relactasd hushand

Aa the wan gank kerwardds. U horisen, we glinsed

I8 illEnleavel

MY RAJASTHAN
ROADSHOW

A desert safari, led by an enterprising Indian aristocrat, proves a perfect introduction
ta high-speed camel-riding and "soft’ camping for the television presenter Fiona Bruce
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A FLUSHING LOO WAS RIGGED UP USING A TANK ON A BOULDER

cvenbually bo & stap 1y @ small kouse maroomed i sandy, thomy serubdaed, whers we
wirrw allered a cup af vhas, the debicima, lxih- rallimg Imelisan les e with conpdonsed
malk: Two wonzen dressed inovivid red amd pold sars prepared it in 2 smode-Lilled,
wimidowless rosom 2 by o e over whach bueg the ketile. Inan adjacent roons, a baly
rolled Bretfully heck amd feth on a bed msde of wood apd rop:

Back al Regeies cioung. Ube caanel dde was declared angocess bne all, thrilling enowugh
| please even the recedolrant males of the fomly. As we strolled around the seven-aore
oty wath s swirniming, pood sl spacsons penmenenl lents, we bid our fest
aneminber with Faygeie, Fie mshi euile an entramsa:, emmerpng Tom Tl darknis by
Hauming boarches, cigar tn hand, Banked by [our massive Alsalians

all, clarening and urhane, Reggic is the altisnate host, bor wham sothEng is oo

muich ireighlo. & bael-Tuony- sl gesod with s masiers depres Erom Bas years in

the Unsted Siales, he keeps goests enderianesd with mmecdotes anil o senousky

well-slncked drinks cabinet We made o reslezvous for the next moming for
what i o Iniz 1hi h'ir"llli“_lﬂ al o thaes .||:.|!|- Dl arvnr bair; & hgurl‘l wmlniry

MWed day. as davn rose and we barlled along im our pleasingly regal comoy, one
thought played on my nuind. That sdght we wounld be staying in a tent, in the bush -
and 1 had mever been cansping lefore. Just the twought of sweaty camvas, i moukly
prougelshenl and camenueeal ke (o, worse sl o koo ot 28] hag always been an aangle
deterrenl: 1 can cope with mosl tkanes bal [ Bete ko be parted from 2 good obd flushing,
lavatory. Flus, sinethicg that had waormed me sinee we hooked the beopard safan was
b, B ik 1ﬂ||ihl.|||l‘|.|.v| |":|||Lr||!.t|‘l enl [RE e A T T that (it i crsy |uiﬂ|ﬁ},
wveryeane m our [amaly kad been il except oy dasghiler, who refused Lo eal
amything Indionm but poppadoms and Oatbread, and was surviving on a hagh
inhuced by larges qasstities of Sezy donks. The thought of us all ke
Daadhi-Lee Ly anader cxomvas v (oo herrila: by ceaicinplaie

Banl 1k, thers was much (o talee pur mands off soch worries, We drove
past the spectacular Jawal daen, formemg & calm resersoar dodied with
fahitsg beecats sl ssorreninaded by diy, dusty tervale. Tis tranaqullivg, tBeugl,
i deceglive ~ I witers am bristling wilh monster crscodilés, soime of
theam. wp b0 156 Jong.

Uy fiest slop was Casfle Bern, owned by Beggie's Brother-is-Raw, Thaloar
BEsdiel SEngh, & chicliain Rnswmn lecaly o Wiskes & lotiset hignlieg kelps,
it 1= cramemes] inbo # corner of the villsge, fmverng over the basile of cars,
rickshaws, goats, catthe, hrightfhy-dressed wonsesn carmang waler jugs on
thyedr leeads, tailors bunched over Singer sewing machises apsd harhera with
nedhitg Bl seissone, & mdrrar and a palch o posemenl. The castle jtoell §s & ramshackls
baad gramd whate padace. with domes and scalloped walls in the traditionad Mughad
faskiom, elbedl with a new cooorele extension

W il hazsar Uha swcenstne o sore alicad o reonive belene we jiallie] wijs e o (129
drive, e am enlbusiaste bl playing ear-splitbing pipe s and boching: therr
dnams at bop wolume. This is what greeted the wembers of Rinjasthan's royal Tondies
whia used to drap i for a spot of humtisg {isey st visa, bat new toting canseras ratler
B ggunsl, A waoman wilk Bangles encincling bir arim Deen het wiista (e Bt amjpits
seafiored nose petals over our beads as we walked through the arched entramoe; ancther
pressed o red hisdi, embedded with o sigle gmin of gee, on o owr forehends, a tard
II|.'H|H:II !HIhﬂd.l of Sovers voiesd e necks

Wimkoo sheraes] us aroumd hes home, where the clock seemed #o have diappad in the
15G0s: full of dark farniture and Hack-and-white pholos of the days when maharagas
welghed doven wath jewelbery bigged a few leopards while Heeir doe-cyed wives posed for
plamaiar shals i loeg 2afin dicises Lanch, served by bis peiioial chel, wak a Tl ol
dizhes that were pot (oo spacy or the alim-ronservativme palato
of coar 10-year-old. Chur hosts todd us the story of Bve Ramd
“"“’"E 1|In|LH,h1 in |.l_|l swlivn Candb in the 1070, whick
lranswsd asry e porsen from cevning; more than 50 scress ke
well-directsd swape at the maharmas, who of one stage owned
nzore: than 90 per cest of the courtry. Thes being India, & way
wag bouind airsiand th: legialation and il seems the maliaije’
massic] ramks of stall sudde oy [ound Beemsebses = pilbed™ vast
tracts of land i name cnby.

Feggle sigggrested thit e refive o an aparmeesd in the
casihs For a rost while his Bz sel g oo campe o Tha lash,
s we lazed om the sofis, reading, T began to feed a stirming of
somneihing nunweeloonye in my stomech. Falf an hoar later | was
wibthisg on the Door as ey digestive spstem perlormed somse
ksl ol islernal sorobalics, How ok kis happen now; swhen
we were albout bo Jeave beband mod coms for o tent and o haole
im the groumd? 1 ke i swasn® esased by Winkno's bospitalsty
an s ona eles B unwell Sa 1 esak an antilsictic il thal
a Toreign commespondent from the newsroom had assared me

0 whenteavel

Ttar of 1ndia - iond B
franskommed by her weloome

wns thee |.'|'|1.|'|I|'ﬁ||':I|I of di HINE S ST TH szirnly e CEHENY |, ||'|!|' s anal |"|l|||||:||
Fore Whos Dvaest, Ahvonzl sy o Lo, Do pery snhinost lessful coliol, 1 stagaed o Laears-Tike
recovery, anid was rewby to go off and search for leopards with something approaching
anticipation, rather than dread.

Cher Jecp busaped acree the sand, past thormg shineks and the socastenal huest of
il prnge in the foem of @ R tres. When e stogrpesd Iy aoreees of bogtlders siveal
storeys highe Begzees cracked open the e box, smd wath G arad T in karad smd yet more
fimzy drinks for the dhaldren, s wited for e sanset and fhe leopands. We weent
:|iu||q=:r||||:||. Al past g Tiny ||.'|i|||l1|:|,:Hum_:il::pil:ll M- Spoala” ﬂ'mllin‘ Jlrl'llj: the g el
the rocks, corasionally stopping to stare 28 us. The leopard carefullly picked his vway down
the shope and, perhaps put off y our excitensent, dsappeared behind a thom bash. But
i it gresy ik, maore ardd more leopards began be apgear

Chir seanils mgeed um hand- keld banpgs o the car baltery amd suaepd the lights bhack
ami] forth neross the hillside. It was like something ol of The firmple Book, the glare
catehing a pair of eyes gleamisg m e darkness, then mmother imd ancgher, te closcst
-c||||:|l alserl 30 away Branm e praip The :n:-p.-lrllx\,wr waei lalel, |:_|-|I||.|.'| in st ||||l|:'|:1|'|
proy on lwistock aBer dark. Presumabhy, there haid been instances of these predators
being sheot o7 podsoned.

Afterwands we bartled to oar camp througls the bush, stanlisg wild bose snd an
lrmlian anlelogys, hrcem as the nilgad, aleag the way, Aol whel 2 caenps i wes. Molkang
roukl hirve pepared me for thas. This wesn'l swealy cameas and a Bole m Bse grosmd, but
a carnpp fit for o mabaraja. We had beo masswe tents festoonesd with heaatifol Bapasthan
Tt sl carpete, Vietorian-atle barnibare {a L wooden doulsle baed, o chest of
gl ems, armechairs) and - joy of joys - a bathreem, wilhs sink and flushing
oo ingenioashy rigged up nsing a tank of water on & boolder and a draim
10 take awiy the waste witer. This wis my kind of camging.

Aivznal g fird v s plod géngle mallz Teoms the dricks cabise Bedore
sitting dosyn bz o banguet cooked by Repme's chefs. Local dhegherds,
dressed all in white save for therr orimson hurbaes, whisled aroumsd us
in & traditsonal damee, dacking teesr stafls regetlser s trying to outda
wach olher with the virhicsily of their indrvidsal performances, Later,
ensconced in our fents with their drapes of meosquito nets, we fell asleep
o the calll of teee laparings.

S s ||'|-|'|'\-|||||.‘r:|r|-||r|.-|:|- sustandings | wie coatemplating o lie-in,
bl [ vwens wohen by our sxcied chaldren poimtig ool an enonmous
crooodide Fying m the wabering hole, which we had Saled o spot the night
bezfzire. Bt wns just 50 yords sy and Regries gaards had stayed up all
niphd, gums al e vy, shotald one of thi crces Teel pechizh, Afer o gisnl Beast ol our
o - breakfast of bacon and sggs and endless pots of tea - it was time to bid farowvell
1o owr cannp: the thing 1 had most dreaded, which had tomed ot 1o be worderful.

Towar hziars A i il Fu-|:|H|\.|||:.'.|||: 'uFtI.'I".IIIHI sl enrvel inarkds: Fain
lemples build e L5th cenury, Fidden away s wooded valley in e Armealh Falls
We had to cover oamselves in Abagmls Firfy-style kaftans for modesty, which left the
childven b fits of laughder. 17 was, ' afirald, cody o whistle-stop tour and we ratles
Al chaiged the marvels of Faiabgnin, a8 Buaninies Wi ruimbling wilks Buisgin

Abeead lay coar ficad stop, Beggie's new bodge on the border of the Kumbhalgarh
Wikdlife Sanctuary. We drove theongh o limdscnpe where felds wers beang tended, hay
P I""“"H- H,H""ITI:II Fiasarra-shfhe el walerwkeela J.rna,ulul thie sl and sniees
wtlkis] ol the romdsiche, than and derfy bl deessed in cdeep panke amsd orsmpes, wath
heary sibver jevwellery rouced their necks and in their noses.

As asual, we were met with an extravagant weloome from Reggle; this time he'd
mrraiiged a hrightht-decoralad elejbamn o Garry s s 1he b to s lehips, We enitened
a posmpouarid of slone villas, not yel inished bt exquesitely
designed by Reggie, each ore with o spacious layout mnds
with lasurinus lonsging in mind. There were heds is
Fromil of caghdcoer Bres for coal swnings ar mighls uncer
the stars, arsl plangs poals for hot. hasy afterneons.

We lunched anderthe shade of 2 300-year-ald banyas
b awkile Regygie talked of ko plans for the Jodge: elepbun
walaris ag the sum sty aoross the Arsslli plain, borse mdes
in the wildlife sanchzary. This is where ks three-day
Micramnr hoa eiwds. For i it had bezi an sevedible oamisy
frear 1w chilelnem, B sl sy e snost excilng paarl of
our trip fo India. T congpaered mmy phobia of caomping,
altteough 1 dowht [ be patehing wy tent at a neaddy
bestival any tirse sson. Undess, thil is, Reggle is the: host.

Aberrromiboe & Kend /0805 480 1283, abeoromibdiekentoo okl
v axgparelss 4 T2-night g do Hujostion, fo mofude e
Murswar Erpserimace; feoon UF, 205 par peeming, It i duw
g, ancimtang b accomamoedation, Thalds and frnsier,

Vintage leok Ciobnr
oo fop: onsalan
 Rigiie Srph's
grardiather’s car; Castie
R, an AlbEham maral
P es CaTel Camp at
Oslan a Lain sempde;
el & el imianor desp
n lenpard couning
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